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l. Summary of Your Innovation

1.1 Title of your innovation

________________________________________________________________________________

1.2 Single sentence description of the unique aspect(s) of your innovation

________________________________________________________________________________

1.3 Field of science/technology your innovation belongs to

________________________________________________________________________________

1.4 On what date did you first make notes or sketches about your innovation? Is this in Laboratory Notebook(s), computer disc, etc?

________________________________________________________________________________

2. Technical Description of Your Innovation

2.1 In a few sentences please explain the particular problem that your innovation solves?

_______________________________________________________________________________
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2.2 Background to your innovation: please describe the closest prior public knowledge (prior art) system(s)/method(s) you are aware of, and any disadvantages they possess.

________________________________________________________________________________

2.3 What is new or unique about your innovation? How does it improve on the closest prior art described above?

________________________________________________________________________________
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2.4 Please explain your invention fully, so that someone with reasonable technical knowledge could reproduce it. (please attach any diagrams, sketches, equations, etc which may be useful or relevant).

________________________________________________________________________________
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2.5 Please give one or more particular examples of how your invention may be performed in practice, including a description of the preferred or ideal example. (Please include experimental results and results of trials on prototypes if available.)

________________________________________________________________________________

2.6 Please summarise the technical features of your innovation that are essential to its working and those that are important but not essential.

________________________________________________________________________________

2.7 What do you see as the main inventive concept of your innovation?

________________________________________________________________________________
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2.8 What do you see as the main technical advantages and benefits of your innovation? Please make a distinction between commercial advantages and technical advantages.

________________________________________________________________________________

2.9 Do you see your invention as a "basic concept" invention, or more as an "improvement"?

________________________________________________________________________________

2.10 What stage of development is your innovation at ( e.g. concept, prototype, computer simulation, etc)? If you have built a prototype and/or carried our experiments, have you achieved successful results ? Please describe your plan to achieve a prototype if not at that stage.

________________________________________________________________________________

2.10 Thinking laterally - could your invention have applications in technical fields other than your own field of research? If so please explain.

________________________________________________________________________________
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3. Ownership

3.1 Has anyone other than yourself ever worked on this innovation (for example a student, research fellow, company employee, visiting fellow, consultant, etc)?

If "Yes" please give details.

________________________________________________________________________________

3.2 Please give the FULL name, including middle names, complete home address (not University address), including postcodes, citizenship, University Department (if possible) and status within the University of each individual involved in this innovation. Please indicate the relative percentage contributions of those having an inventive (non-routine) input

________________________________________________________________________________

3.3 Did all the inventors create the innovation entirely while employed by Università degli Studi di Genova? If not please give details.

________________________________________________________________________________
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3.4 Was the work on this innovation funded in any way from any source outside Università degli Studi di Genova (e.g. research council, government grant, European funding, industrial sponsorship, consultancy, etc )? Please give details of all funding used on this innovation, including research grant number(s).

________________________________________________________________________________

3.5 Did this funding involve a signed Agreement (e.g. intellectual property or consortium agreement)? If "Yes" please give details and include a copy of the agreement.

________________________________________________________________________________

4. Disclosure / Publication History

4.1 Have any details of, or information on, your innovation been

● Published, or submitted for publication, in a journal, book, research memorandum, abstract, conference proceedings, trade press, newspapers, magazines, publicity handout, University prospectus or annual report, etc

● Displayed on a website or in an electronic journal

● Included in a poster display within the University, at a conference, etc

● Included in a research or grant application

● Included in a student's thesis, paper, poster, etc

● Disclosed in a non-secret/non-confidential manner in any other written or oral form

If "Yes" please give specific details including the date( s) of disclosure.

________________________________________________________________________________

CONFIDENTIAL WHEN COMPLETED

4.2 Have you (or anyone else involved with your innovation) ever communicated about your innovation to anyone not employed by Università degli Studi di Genova, including students, (including funding applications and reports, conversations, telephone, meetings, letters, e-mail, presentations at conferences, television, radio, etc.)? Have you (or anyone else involved with your innovation) ever demonstrated a prototype to anyone not employed by Università degli Studi di Genova, including students? If" Yes" please give details.

________________________________________________________________________________

4.3 Is there any planned date for a first (non-confidential) disclosure of the invention ( e.g. publication, conference presentation or poster, etc )? If yes please give the date and details of the planned disclosure.

________________________________________________________________________________

4.4 Please give details of any previous patent applications by the inventor(s) in this field, including any for the present invention, and including any discontinued patent applications.

________________________________________________________________________________

5. Prior Art (Publicly available knowledge)

5.1 Please summarise all prior art ( disclosed or published work in this area) that you are aware of or have found (indicating the main sources of information).

________________________________________________________________________________
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5.2 To facilitate searching for prior art please supply:

Names of leading researchers in this field

________________________________________________________________________________

Names of companies working in this field

________________________________________________________________________________

Key descriptive words to search on

6. Commercial Opportunity

6.1 What are the applications or fields of use of your innovation?

________________________________________________________________________________

6.2 Please list the unique benefits of your innovation to a customer/user

________________________________________________________________________________

6.3 Why would companies use your innovation rather than the current techniques/solutions/ approaches ?

________________________________________________________________________________
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6.4 What potential blocks are you aware of that might prevent companies using your innovation (e.g. switching costs, entrenched competition, testing requirements, legislative restrictions etc )?

________________________________________________________________________________

6.5 Give the names of any companies that you have identified who would be interested in your innovation.

________________________________________________________________________________

6.6 What geographical territories do you think would be the main markets for your invention?

________________________________________________________________________________

6.7 Please summarise any market volume or value information you have and the source(s). In particular, please estimate the value of this innovation.

________________________________________________________________________________

6.8 Please summarise how you think the commercial opportunity you have identified might be exploited, including route to market.

________________________________________________________________________________
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6.9 Please estimate the time required for your innovation to be ready for exploitation (i.e. when could you have a product/service ready to be offered for sale) and the cost required to reach this point?

________________________________________________________________________________

Declaration

I certify that, to the best of my abilities, the information given on pages 2-10 is true and accurate.

……………………………….. 




………………….

Signed 







Date
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Università degli Studi  di Genova

Ufficio Ricerca e Trasferimento Tecnologico

Si ringrazia Heriot-Watt University 

